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Why Invest in Non-Motorized? 
 Retains and Attracts Businesses, Young Adults and Families 

 Increases Real Estate Values 

 Promotes Tourism 

 Increases Tax Revenue 

 Encourages Physical Activity (health) 

 Improves Safety 

 Reduces Environmental Impact 
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In most metro areas studied, 

every one-point increase in 

the 100-point Walk Score 

scale is associated with an 

increase in home value of 

$500 - $3,000. 



 



Small Cities – Economic Dev 

 “Our city council’s been behind this from the start, and why is 

that? They have to be. … Smaller cities need to do anything they 

can to be attractive for people to stay there and people to come 

there. And bicycling is one of those.” 
 

 “We see a lot of benefits in biking.  We see it as a tool for 

economic development, to attract employees to our businesses 

here. We see it as an amenity to our residents so they can have a 

healthy way to get around.” 

 



Crash Facts (5-yr average, 2012-16) 

  

Berrien County 
 1.3% Ped/Bike crashes percent of total crashes 
15.0% Ped/Bike fatalities percent of total fatalities 
10.3% Ped/Bike serious injuries percent of total serious injuries 

Cass County 

 0.8% Ped/Bike crashes percent of total crashes 
14.9% Ped/Bike fatalities percent of total fatalities 
 5.3% Ped/Bike serious injuries percent of total serious injuries 

Van Buren County 
 

  0.8% Ped/Bike crashes percent of total crashes 
12.8% Ped/Bike fatalities percent of total fatalities 
  4.9% Ped/Bike serious injuries percent of total serious injuries 

 

 



Define Non-Motorized 

 Non-Motorized Travel 

Biking, Walking 

Use – Transportation and Recreation 

Families 

  School Children 

Commuters 

Carless 

 elderly, disabled, low income, by choice 

Long Distance Riders 



 



 



Planned and Existing Facilities 
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58 mile shared use path/trail  

Chicago to New Buffalo 

Marquette Greenway 
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Great Lake to Lake Trail #1 
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Potential Funding  

 Federal Funding 
 Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) 

 Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) 

 Surface Transportation Program 

 State Funding 
 MDNR Trust Fund 

 Safe Routes to School 

 Local Funding 
 Cities, Townships, Villages, County 

 Private/Foundations 

 Community Fundraising Efforts 

 Biking Groups 

 



 



High Cost Fixes 

 Construct an off-road trail  

 (consider purchasing right of way) 

 Construct new sidewalks.  

 Construct a bridge / overpass / underpass 

 



Medium High Cost Fixes 

 Preserve pavement condition.  

 Build up paved shoulders.  

 



Medium Cost Fixes 

 Upgrade to pedestrian or bicycle-activated 

traffic signals 

 Repair sidewalks 

 Reconstruct ADA curb ramps 

 Construct pedestrian crossing islands 
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Low Cost Fixes 
 Add signage (bike route signs) 

 Add pavement markings 

 “sharrow” symbols, bike lane markings, crosswalk markings, etc.  

 Add Bike Racks or Bike Repair Station (downtowns and 

destinations) 
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Zero Cost Fixes 

Change Striping  

 If done at same time as road resurfacing 

 Many State roads & County roads restriped every year 



What Can We Do? 

 Develop a LOCAL Non-Motorized Plan  
 

 Opportunities for Early Successes 

 Support On-going Work of MPOs (TWINCATS and NATS) and 
Rural Task Forces 

 Support Current Local Efforts  
 

 Identify and Implement Low Cost Items to Build a  
Non-Motorized Network and Culture 

 Add Bike Racks in downtowns and key locations/destinations 

 Improve crosswalks 

 Adopt Complete Streets Policies 

 Adopt zoning ordinances requiring sidewalks with new development 

 Understand and Promote what exists 

 Include non-motorized in land use and recreation plans 
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Thank You  

Southwest Michigan Planning Commission 

376 W. Main St., Ste 130 

Benton Harbor, MI 49022 
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