
1. Sign in

2. Fill out a name tag

SW MI Non-Motorized Plan

Focus: St. Joseph County
Connecting Communities One Trail At A Time

WELCOME



St. Joseph County Non-Motorized Summit

Welcome – Marcy Hamilton, SWMPC and Carolyn Grace, St. 

Joseph Conservation District

MDOT Non-Motorized Initiative – Brian Sanada, MDOT

Non Motorized Overview - Marcy Hamilton, SWMPC

Around the Room – Non-Motorized Activity 

Break Out Session - Map Review; Prioritize Regional Non-

Motorized Projects    ~Emphasis is on regional connections~

Report Out 

Next Steps– Marcy Hamilton





Regional Nonmotorized 

Plan – Primary Goals 
• Document the Existing and Proposed 

Network

• Identify Opportunities to Enhance 

Nonmotorized Transportation

• Help Prioritize Nonmotorized Investment

• Foster Cooperative Planning Across 

Municipal & County Boundaries and 

Continue to Coordinate These Efforts 



Upcoming Trainings



Why Invest in Non-Motorized?

• Retains and Attracts Businesses, Young 

Adults and Families

• Increases Real Estate Values

• Promotes Tourism

• Increases Tax Revenue

• Encourages Physical 

Activity (health)

• Improves Safety

National Association of Homebuilders
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In most metro areas studied, 

every one-point increase in 

the 100-point Walk Score 

scale is associated with an 

increase in home value of 

$500 - $3,000.





Define Non-Motorized

• Non-Motorized Travel

– Biking, Walking

• Users

– Families

– School Children

– Commuters

– Carless

• elderly, disabled, low income, by choice

– Long Distance Riders



7-County Non-Motorized Plan

Focus: St. Joseph County
Connecting Communities One Trail At A Time



What Is The Scope?

• Transportation Focus - MDOT Funding

– biking and pedestrian facilities

• Scale – 7 counties 

– Cannot show everything!

• Focus on Regional Connections

– Local plans/projects that tie 
into regional efforts



–Paved Shoulder 
(4 foot minimum)

–Bike Lane 
(5 foot minimum)

–Shared Lane 
Marking/Sharrow

–Bike Routes

On Road Facilities



(10 foot minimum) 

-Shared Use Path 
Improved – paved or crushed fines
Unimproved – gravel or dirt

- Side Path

Off Road Facilities



Moving Forward – Tips for 

Success

• Champion / Organizer

• Find a Feasible Route 

– who has jurisdiction?

• Build Partnerships

– Involve Local Government Officials

• Seek out Resources 

– (SWMPC, Road Department, MDOT, NPS, etc)

• Build Public Support

• Understand Funding Options

– Be Prepared to Raise Money



Low Cost Ideas

• Add signage (bike route signs)

• Add pavement markings

– “sharrow” symbols, 

bike lane markings, 

crosswalk markings, etc. 

• Restripe Roads – Reducing 

lanes

• Add Bike Racks or 

Bike Repair Station 
(downtowns and 

destinations)

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjqlP28lanKAhWBTSYKHdxXDmIQjRwIBw&url=http://spitballarmy.com/?p=2466&psig=AFQjCNEhdXaUOowxidMCL440JwJFPN-FLw&ust=1452856255353457


What is happening in 

St. Joseph County?



Break Out Session 

Goals

1. Review accuracy of non-motorized 

facilities

2. Give input on desired/planned non-

motorized facilities 

3. Prioritize Facilities



Marking on Your Maps
• Existing Facilities

– Shared Use or Side Path – BLUE

– Paved Shoulder/Bike Lane – BLACK

• Planned or Desired Facilities
– On Road  - PURPLE

– Off Road – GREEN

PRIORITY – ORANGE 



Report Out



What’s Next?

– Public input sessions will be held in the 
remaining counties

– SWMPC will put information into a GIS 

– Analyze gaps 

– Finalize regional priorities

– You can track progress on the website:

https://www.swmpc.org/nonmortorizedmap.asp



Thank You


