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February 4, 2013

The Honorable Al Pscholka
Michigan House of Representatives
P.O. Rox 30014

Lansing, Michigan 48909

Dear Representative Pscholka:

Thani you for your receni ieiier regarding pxoposeu improvements to US-3i. The compietiion of the

- US-31 freeway project in Berrien County remains a long-term priority for the Michigan Department of

Transnortation (MDOT). The current estimated cost to c()lnnlefe this I‘}!Qlf_‘cf is gpp!gx!!natglv

$92 million.

Since the issuance of the Federal Highway Administration’s Record of Decision in 2004, MDOT has

ring the necessary right-of-way to complete this project subject to the availability of funds for
those purchases. There are approximately nine outstanding properties that need to be acquired, at an

hean acau

2€een acqg

“estimated cost of $1.3 million. In addition, there is a major pipeline in the proposed corridor that needs to

be relocated before construction can begin. It is estimated that this relocation could take as much as two
years to complete.

Over the past decade, MDOT has been focusing on system preservation nceds. This strategy has left little
funding for new freeway segments. At current state and federal transportation funding levels, this
strategy is not likely to change soon. When adequate funding becomes available to meet and sustain
MDOT system condition goals, priorities beyond system preservation will be examined. At that point,
MDOT’s Southwest Region staff believes this project should be divided into three phases. The first phase
would be reconfiguring the interchange at the 1-94/I-94 business loop, the second phase would be
additional improvements to the I-94 corridor in the vicinity of the reconfigured mterchangc and the last
would be the new US-31 freeway corridor between Napicr Road and 1-94.

As you are ﬂware, the freeway currently terminates at Népier Avenue, which provides a connection to
1-94.. This connection is currently performing adequately and meets the mobility needs of the area for the
present time. MDOT will continue to monitor traffic operations at US-31/Napier Road and 1-94/Napier

Road.

If you have any questions, please contact either me or David E. Wresinski, Director, Bureau of
Transportation Planning, at 517-373-0343.

Sincerely,

Z 7 e

Kirk T. Steudle
Director

BTP:AMD:HM:gms
bee: David E. Wresinski ~ William Tansil Hugh McNichol Governmental Affairs
Maria RBowerman

Roh Parsans Andv Irwin
oD rarsons Angy irwim Maria Bowserman

H-LAN-0 (01/11)
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