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Project Partners 

 Southwest Michigan Planning Commission 

 Berrien County Conservation District 

 USDA - NRCS 

 Two Rivers Coalition 

 Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy 

 Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

 



 



Why Ox Creek? 
 2000 acres/10,500 are impervious! 
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Low Impact Development 
Water – slow it down, spread it out, soak it in 

www.swmpc.org/lid.asp 
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Agricultural Landowners 

Best Management Practices 

•Cover Crop 

•No Till /Conservation Tillage 

•Filter Strips 

•Wetland Restoration 
 



 



Wetland Acres 

Loss 

Sediment 

Retention Loss 

Floodwater 

Mitigation Loss 

72% 85% 78% 



 



What can we do to  
Improve Ox Creek? 

 Implement urban stormwater best management 
practices including rain gardens, swales, green roofs, 
bioretention areas, and native plantings. 
 

 Ensure septic systems and sanitary sewer infrastructure 
are being maintained.  
 

 Implement agricultural best management practices to 
reduce sediment and nutrient runoff and restore hydrology.  
Practices include cover crop, no-till, filter strips, grassed 
waterways, wetland restoration and protection, drain tile 
management and two stage ditches.  



St. Joseph River Watershed 
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RCPP Cost Share  

Farm Bill funds dedicated to SJRW 

through end of FY19 

 $4,080,000 - EQIP 

 $1,360,000 - ACEP – WRE 
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NRCS Practices – EQIP / WRE 
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Expected Outcomes 
 Clean and Abundant Water  

 Reduced sediment and nutrients 

 Better Habitat 

 Restored wetlands 

 Increased pheasant/turkey/ 

waterfowl  populations 

 Improved fisheries 

 Profitable Farms 
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Who Can Help? 

NRCS - Enroll participants, provide 
engineering and technical assistance 
Conservation Districts-  
Direct producers to RCPP,  
provide technical assistance 

Partners – Promote  
practices 

Producers – Plan and Implement 
practices 
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Questions? 

 



 


