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Why Ox Creek?
 8,600 acres (13 sq miles)





Existing Wetlands: 403 acres
Potential/Restore wetlands: 1,060 acres

Wetland Acres 
Loss

Sediment 
Retention Loss

Floodwater 
Mitigation Loss

72% 85% 78%













What can we do to 
Improve Ox Creek?

 Implement urban stormwater best management 
practices including rain gardens, swales, green roofs, 
bioretention areas, and native plantings.

 Ensure septic systems and sanitary sewer infrastructure  Ensure septic systems and sanitary sewer infrastructure 
are being maintained. 

 Restore wetlands.

 Implement agricultural best management practices to 
reduce sediment and nutrient runoff and restore hydrology.  
Practices include cover crop, no-till, filter strips, grassed 
waterways, wetland restoration and protection, drain tile 
management and two stage ditches. 



Agricultural Landowners

Best Management Practices
•Cover Crop
•No Till /Conservation Tillage
•Filter Strips
•Wetland Restoration•Wetland Restoration



Wetlands





Parking Day 2016



Low Impact Development
Water – slow it down, spread it out, soak it in

www.swmpc.org/lid.asp



Ox Creek 
From Neglect to Opportunity



Ox Creek Watershed Overview 

 Ox Creek is a warmwater stream that flows through Benton Harbor where it joins the Paw 

Paw River. 

 It originates in agricultural lands east of the city and drains an area of 13 square miles. 

 The lower portion of the watershed is heavily influenced by urbanization and stormwater 

runoff. 

 Ox Creek is listed on Michigan's 303(d) list because it is not meeting water quality standards.  

Sedimentation, siltation and flashy flows are causing the impairments.   

What can we do to improve Ox Creek? 

 Implement agricultural best management practices to reduce sediment and nutrient runoff and restore hydrology.  

Practices include cover crop, no-till, filter strips, grassed waterways, wetland restoration and protection, drain tile 

management and two stage ditches.  

 Implement urban stormwater best management practices including rain gardens, swales, green roofs, bioretention 

areas, and native plantings. 

 Ensure sanitary sewer infrastructure and septic systems are being maintained. 
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Learn more at 

www.swmpc.org/oxcreek.asp 



72% loss of wetlands in the Ox Creek Watershed  
Existing Wetlands: 403 acres 
Lost/Potential Restoration Wetlands: 1,060 acres 
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