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What’s a nitrate?

 Nitrate (N03) is combination of oxygen 
and nitrogen. Nitrogen is a naturally-
occuring element. 

 Nitrite (NO2) occurs when the human 
body takes in Nitrate. 

 This is bad! 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/dnre-
ermd-dwehs-ciu-

nitrateindrikningwater_332634_7.pdf



Where do Nitrates come from?

 Nitrates can be absorbed into our 
groundwater, and then into our wells.

 Agriculture runoff
 Septic tanks 
 Industrial waste
 Naturally occurring

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/dnre-
ermd-dwehs-ciu-

nitrateindrikningwater_332634_7.pdf



What if my water tests positive?

 Nitrates are most harmful to infants and 
young children

 However, they are dangerous to 
everyone!

 A comprehensive test is most likely 
needed!

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/dnre-
ermd-dwehs-ciu-

nitrateindrikningwater_332634_7.pdf



How can I fix the problem?

 Have your water tested by a laboratory.

 Have your well and septic systems 
inspected by the appropriate 
professionals.

 Certain water filtration systems are 
available (reverse osmosis)

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/dnre-
ermd-dwehs-ciu-

nitrateindrikningwater_332634_7.pdf



Any Questions?

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/dnre-
ermd-dwehs-ciu-

nitrateindrikningwater_332634_7.pdf

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/dnre-ermd-dwehs-ciu-nitrateindrikningwater_332634_7.pdf�
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