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Wetlands Work For Us

Keeping Water Clean,
Protecting Our Communities

Matt Meersman
Friends of the St. Joe River
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Who Cares About Clean Water?
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55,000

650,000-902,000

676,000

21,000

52,000 - 60,000

44,000

(25% from Paw Paw
River Watershed)
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Legal Definition...




We know they’re important for wildlife, but...
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" We've Lost A LOT!

Percentage of Wetland Acreage Lost,
1780s-1980s
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/ What We Know Now...

Floodwater | Sediment Fish Overall Overall
Storage | Retention | Habitat Water Habitat
Loss Loss Loss Quality Loss
Loss
Cass 28% 37% 36% 50% 32% 28%
County
St. Joseph 92% 92% 87% 98% 92% 93%
County
Elkhart 71% 72% 57% 82% 67% 70%
River
St. Joseph 53% 59% 49% 69% 52% 55%
River
Watershed

*Water Quality- Floodwater Storage, Sediment Retention, Nutrient Transformation, Shoreline
Stabilization, Streamflow Maintenance, Carbon Sequestration, and E coli Retention
*Wildlife Habitat- Fish, Waterfowl, Interior Forest Bird, Shorebird, and Amphibian Habitat.
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TIMELINE AND MILESTONES

Decision Making Ly

MITIGATION SOLUTIONS USA

e Strengthen grant funding requests
» Assist agencies in evaluating projects
* |ldentifying mitigation sites

 MITIGATION BANK:

ERYATION AREA
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Questions?
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