


Michigan Materials 

Management Planning 

Recycling Goals



Michigan EGLE has set the Benchmark 

Recycling Standards each County will need 

to meet to comply with PA 115.

WHY



Best Practices



CURBSIDE RECYCLING PROGRAMS

● Curbside Carts
● Hauling Contracts
● Have a maintenance plan for contamination
● Make sure all residents have access, which means everyone in 

the community has a cart
● Institute a recurring annual recycling budget



DROP-OFF RECYCLING PROGRAMS

● Add clear signage at your drop-off locations
● Location is everything
● Contamination management:

○  Staffed 
○ Fenced
○ Cameras
○ Anti litter ordinance posted

● Adequate collection containers: 
○ Collection capacity
○ Contamination from weather
○ Bulk item, Etc.



MULTI-FAMILY RECYCLING PROGRAMS

● Consider a multi-family recycling ordinance
○ Ex. City of Ferndale

● Engage EARLY & OFTEN with property owners, 
management companies, service providers & 
tenants

○ Consider diverse populations & 
transcreating materials

*Access & infrastructure may look different for each 
housing structure



Goal Ideas



SCHOOL RECYCLING PROGRAMS

● Contracting for district level solid waste service and recycling
● Establish Green Teams to improve engagement and participation
● Waste Audits to establish a baseline and understand needs/cost savings
● Curriculum to educate about and encourage participation
● Infrastructure to support collection

○ Classroom containers for paper, bottles, and cans
○ Cafeteria containers for recycling, food waste, or food rescue "share table"

● Low/Zero Waste school events
○ Reusables in the classroom and cafeteria
○ Recycling and sporting events



COMMERCIAL RECYCLING PROGRAMS

Explore 
sustainability 
certifications and 
market to 
companies









Curbside Requirements 







Curbside Requirements

Does not include subscription-based programs







Curbside 



Curbside





Berrien County = 154,316 population



Cass County = 51,589 
population



Van Buren County = 75,587 population



Would you like to expand the benchmark recycling 
standards to ensure more access to the region? What would 
that look like? Would there be more drop-offs, a 
requirement for multi-family housing, etc.? Do you believe 
the benchmark recycling standards set by the State are 
sufficient? 

The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting from

https://www.slido.com/powerpoint-polling?utm_source=powerpoint&utm_medium=placeholder-slide
https://www.slido.com/support/ppi/how-to-change-the-design


Goal Setting - Diversion
• Set clear performance targets:

• Reduce contamination by 5% annually until below 5% total.
• Increase diversion rates by 2% annually for the first five years.

• Promote partnerships with local manufacturers to reuse recycled 
materials in production.

• Promote Michigan’s Materials Marketplace
• Encourage innovation and markets for hard-to-recycle items  

through support to the Nextcycle program.
• Encourage community-level baling of materials (e.g., 

cardboard) for resale instead of sending to MRFs.



What other RECYCLING diversion 
objectives are needed? What is 
missing? 

The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting from

https://www.slido.com/powerpoint-polling?utm_source=powerpoint&utm_medium=placeholder-slide
https://www.slido.com/support/ppi/how-to-change-the-design


Public Awareness and Education

•Develop a regional public education campaign on what, 

where, and how to recycle.

•Use AI contamination technology for targeted messaging 

•Hold public events to present recycling programs and 

goals.

•Encourage sharing community-wide recycling goals and 

progress.



What other recycling awareness and 
education objectives are needed? 
What is missing? 

The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting from

https://www.slido.com/powerpoint-polling?utm_source=powerpoint&utm_medium=placeholder-slide
https://www.slido.com/support/ppi/how-to-change-the-design


Infrastructure and Access

•Add 4 comprehensive recycling drop-off sites per county (HHW, 

mattresses, foam, tires, recyclables, food waste, etc.).

•Establish additional manned recycling drop-off locations that 

provide county-wide access and are within 5 miles of every 

household.

•Place roll-off recycling boxes in rural towns, hauling full loads 

to MRFs.

•Use GIS mapping to identify ideal collection facility locations 

to maximize convenience and efficiency.



What other recycling infrastructure 
objectives are needed? What is 
missing? 

The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting from

https://www.slido.com/powerpoint-polling?utm_source=powerpoint&utm_medium=placeholder-slide
https://www.slido.com/support/ppi/how-to-change-the-design


Policy and Funding
•Establish a consistent and ongoing funding source for recycling/food scrap 
diversion education and infrastructure
•Implement tax increases or dedicated millages to support recycling 
programs including school-based programs.
•Offer grants to schools and community organizations for recycling 
education and implementation.
•Streamline hauler fee structures to make recycling cost-effective 
(single fee vs. multiple).
•Require single-hauler contracts in cities and villages, funded via 
taxes, for universal access.
•Enact a County ordinance that requires all haulers offer recycling services 
to residents and provide data on collection quantities and where the 
recyclables are hauled to to promote transparency and build the public 
trust.
•Eliminate plastic bags at retailers to reduce contamination in the 
recycling stream.



What other recycling policy and 
funding objectives are needed? 
What is missing? 

The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting from

https://www.slido.com/powerpoint-polling?utm_source=powerpoint&utm_medium=placeholder-slide
https://www.slido.com/support/ppi/how-to-change-the-design
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