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Abstract
Low Impact Development (LID) is the cornerstone of stormwater management with the goal of mimicking a site’s 
presettlement hydrology by using design techniques that infiltrate, filter, store, evaporate, and detain runoff close 
to its source. Because LID uses a variety of useful techniques for controlling runoff, designs can be customized 
according to local regulatory and resource protection requirements, as well as site constraints. 

This manual provides communities, agencies, builders, developers, and the public with guidance on how to apply 
LID to new, existing, and redevelopment sites. The manual provides information on integrating LID from the 
community level down to the site level. It not only outlines technical details of best management practices, but also 
provides a larger scope of managing stormwater through policy decision, including ordinances, master plans, and 
watershed plans.

Funding for this project was made available by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality through a grant from the 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency. Preparation of this document may also be financed in part through grants from and in 
cooperation with the Michigan Department of Transportation with the assistance of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration; the Michigan Department of Natural Resources with the 
assistance of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; the Michigan State Police Office of Highway Safety Planning; and 
local membership contributions.

Permission is granted to cite portions of this publication, with proper attribution. The first source attribution must be “SEMCOG, 
the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments.” Subsequently, “SEMCOG” is sufficient. Reprinting in any form must include 
the publication’s full title page. SEMCOG documents and information are available in a variety of formats. Contact the 
SEMCOG Information Center to discuss your format needs.

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
Information Center
535 Griswold Street, Suite 300
Detroit, MI 48226-3602
313-961-4266 • fax 313-961-4869
www.semcog.org • infocenter@semcog.org

Our Water. Our Future.

Ours to Protect
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