
Marcy Colclough 

Senior Planner 

Southwest Michigan Planning Commission 



43.2 Acres total 

20    Homes 

35.8 Acres of open space 



üLand Use Decisions - LOCAL 

üGreatly impact water and natural resources 
 

üMichigan Planning Enabling Act: to promote 
public health, safety and general welfare. 
 

üLocal Government has authority to protect 
wetlands beyond federal and state government 
 

üClean Water Goal ï  

üHow it will be achieved? 

 



1. Identify wetlands (maps, physical cues, professional services) 
 

2. Master Plan - Language and Maps 
 

3. Effective Ordinances ï Change the Rules of 

Development! 

 

}Target open space acquisitions 

 
 

}Work with partners to educate public 

 


