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Lifelong Learning Overview

Th is chapter examines indicators related to education 
in greater detail. In particular, the chapter examines the 
following indicators:

8.1.1  County Comparison Line Charts of Population 

8.1.2  County Comparison Bar Charts of Population 

8.1.3  Tract Level Map of Population Age 25+ With 

8.2.1  County Comparison Bar Charts of Adults 

8.3.1  School District Comparison Bar Charts of MEAP 

8.3.2  School District Comparison Bar Charts of MEAP 

8.3.3  School District Comparison Bar Charts of MEAP 

8.3.4  School District Comparison Bar Charts of MEAP 

8.4.1  School District Comparison Bar Charts of 

8.4.2  School District Comparison Bar Charts of 

8.4.3  School District Comparison Bar Charts of 
Students Eligible for Free or Reduced Price 

8.4.4  School District Comparison Bar Charts of 

Educational Attainment Overview
Like the nation as a whole, the percentage of the 
population with bachelor’s degrees has risen continuously 
in all of the three counties of Southwest Michigan. All 
three counties have percentages of their population with 
bachelor’s degrees that are lower than the percentage of the 
nation as a whole. Th e areas with the highest percentage 
of bachelor’s degree holders are in villages and townships 
rather than the cities. 

Literacy Overview
Th ese charts illustrate levels of illiteracy among adults 
for the three counties and their comparison groups. All 
three counties have percentages of their adult (Age 18+) 
population that lack basic English prose skills below the 
percentage for the nation as a whole, indicating a higher 
English literacy rate in Southwest Michigan.  

School Performance Overview
Standardized test scores provide only a limited, narrow 
means of measuring student achievement and progress, 
but they nevertheless represent metrics that are widely 
available due to a desire for school accountability. 
Th is chapter examines MEAP (Michigan Educational 
Assessment Program) scores from students in grades 8 
and 9, and in particular, the percentage of students who 
achieved the ‘profi ciency’ standard.  In 2011, there was 
a high variability among school districts in Southwest 
Michigan in terms of test performance. In general, 
students in Southwest Michigan school districts performed 
better in Reading and Social Studies than in Mathematics. 

School Conditions Overview
Th e composition of the student body, school expenditures, 
access to technology and individual attention from 
teachers can all play a role in contributing to student 
success. Th e vast majority of schools in Southwest 
Michigan school districts spent fewer dollars per student 
than the state average. Th e majority of counties in the 
region also had student-teacher ratios above the average 
of the state of Michigan. Access to school computers with 
high-speed internet capability was very mixed throughout 
the region, with some districts having over 5 students 
per high-speed internet-capable computer. Th e majority 
of school districts in our region also had a percentage of 
students eligible for free or reduced price lunch that was 
higher than the state average. 
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8.1.1      County Comparison Line Charts of Population with Bachelor’s Degrees or 

Th is graphic shows the percentage of the population in 
each of the three counties that possess a bachelor’s degree, 
from 1980 to 2010. Following the national trend, all three 
counties have seen a continuous increase in the percentage 
possessing bachelor’s degrees. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/811.xls

Figure 8.1.1a Percentage of Population Ages 25 or Older with Bachelor’s Degree or Higher,
Berrien County and Comparisons, 1980-2008

Population with Bachelor’s Degrees or Higher, 1980-2010



88

205

Figure 8.1.1b Percentage of Population Ages 25 or Older with Bachelor’s Degree or Higher,
Cass County and Comparisons, 1980-2008

Population with Bachelor’s Degrees or Higher, 1980-2010 continued
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Figure 8.1.1c Percentage of Population Ages 25 or Older with Bachelor’s Degree or Higher,
Van Buren County and Comparisons, 1980-2008

Population with Bachelor’s Degrees or Higher, 1980-2010 continued
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Figure 8.1.2 Percentage of Population Aged 25 and Over with Bachelor’s Degree or higher, for Berrien, Cass, 
and Van Buren Counties, along with Comparison Counties 2006-2010

Population with Bachelor’s Degrees or Higher, 2006-2010

8.1.2      County Comparison Bar Charts of the Population 

Th is graphic illustrates the percentage of the population 
in each of the three counties and their comparisons that 
possesses a bachelor’s degree or a higher level of educational 
attainment. All three counties in Southwest Michigan had 

a lower percentage of their population that had bachelor’s 
degrees than the nation as a whole. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/812.xls
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Figure 8.1.2 Percentage of Population Aged 25 and Over with Bachelor’s Degree or higher, for Berrien, Cass, 
and Van Buren Counties, along with Comparison Counties 2006-2010

Population with Bachelor’s Degrees or Higher, 2006-2010 continued
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Figure 8.1.3 Percentage of Residents Age 25+ with Bachelor’s Degree or Higher, 2006-2010

Population Age 25+ with Bachelor’s Degrees or Higher, 1980-2010

8.1.3      Tract Level Map of Population Age 25+ 

Th is map shows the percentage of the population in each 
census tract that possess a bachelor’s degree or higher, for 
the three-county region. In general, villages and townships 
have larger portions of their populations with bachelor’s 
degrees than the cities, although areas around 
St. Joseph, Niles, and New Buff alo have high 

percentages as well.  Th is trend suggests that individuals 
with high levels of education are part of the long-term 
shift away from cities and into townships in 
Southwest Michigan. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/813.xls
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8.2.1      County Comparison Bar Charts of the Adult Population 

As a means of measuring literacy, this graphic shows the 
percentage of the population in each of the three counties 
and their comparisons that lacks basic English prose 
skills. All three Southwest Michigan counties have lower 

percentages of their population that lack basic English prose 
skills than the nation as a whole.

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/821.xls

Adult Population Lacking Basic English Prose Skills, 2003

Figure 8.2.1 Percentage of Adults Lacking Basic English Prose Skills, for Berrien, Cass, 
and Van Buren Counties, along with Comparison Counties 2003
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Adult Population Lacking Basic English Prose Skills, 2003 continued

Figure 8.2.1 Percentage of Adults Lacking Basic English Prose Skills, for Berrien, Cass, 
and Van Buren Counties, along with Comparison Counties 2003
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Th is graphic shows the percentage of students in each 
school district who achieved profi ciency on the 8th grade 
MEAP Mathematics Test. While the State of Michigan as 
a whole only achieved 30% profi ciency on average, many 
districts in Southwest Michigan performed below this level.  

Some districts, in Berrien County especially, did perform 
far above this statewide average, however.

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/83.xls

Figure 8.3.1 Percentage of Students Achieving Profi ciency in MEAP Grade 8 Math, 
Public and Public Charter School Districts, 2011

MEAP Scores, 8th Grade Mathematics, Fall 2011
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Figure 8.3.1 Percentage of Students Achieving Profi ciency in MEAP Grade 8 Math, 
Public and Public Charter School Districts, 2011

MEAP Scores, 8th Grade Mathematics, Fall 2011 continued
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Th is graphic shows the percentage of students in each 
school district who achieved profi ciency on the 8th 
Grade MEAP Reading Test. Most school districts in the 
region performed better on the reading test than on the 
Math exam, although the majority of school districts in 

Southwest Michigan were still below the state average for 
profi ciency in Reading. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/83.xls

Figure 8.3.2 Percentage of Students Achieving Profi ciency in MEAP Grade 8 Reading, 
Public and Public Charter School Districts, 2011

MEAP Scores, 8th Grade Reading, Fall 2011
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Figure 8.3.2 Percentage of Students Achieving Profi ciency in MEAP Grade 8 Reading, 
Public and Public Charter School Districts, 2011

MEAP Scores, 8th Grade Reading, Fall 2011 continued
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Th is graphic shows the percentage of students in each 
school district who achieved profi ciency on the 8th Grade 
MEAP Science Test. Th e state average for performance 
for Science was even lower than it was for Math. As with 
the Math test, school district performance in Science was 

highly variable across the region, and many schools were 
below the state average for profi ciency in Science.

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/83.xls

MEAP Scores, 8th Grade Science, Fall 2011

Figure 8.3.3 Percentage of Students Achieving Profi ciency in MEAP Grade 8 Science, 
Public and Public Charter School Districts, 2011
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MEAP Scores, 8th Grade Science, Fall 2011 continued

Figure 8.3.3 Percentage of Students Achieving Profi ciency in MEAP Grade 8 Science, 
Public and Public Charter School Districts, 2011
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Th is graphic shows the percentage of students in each 
school district who achieved profi ciency on the 9th Grade 
MEAP Social Studies test. Th e state average profi ciency 
level for Social Studies was higher than for science. As with 
the other tests, school district performance across the region 
varied considerably. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/83.xls

Figure 8.3.4 Percentage of Students Achieving Profi ciency in MEAP Grade 8 Social Studies, 
Public and Public Charter School Districts, 2011

MEAP Scores, 9th Grade Social Studies, Fall 2011
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Figure 8.3.4 Percentage of Students Achieving Profi ciency in MEAP Grade 8 Social Studies, 
Public and Public Charter School Districts, 2011

MEAP Scores, 9th Grade Social Studies, Fall 2011 continued
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8.4.1      School District Comparison Bar Charts of Expenditures 

School district expenditures per student are just one 
measure of the educational resources that each student 
receives when he or she walks into the classroom. While 
some educational professionals suggest that higher 
expenditures on educational facilities, equipment, and 
teacher salaries lead to better educational outcomes, others 
argue that lower expenditures may indicate more effi  cient, 
properly targeted use of funds. Th is graphic shows total 

expenditures per student in each of the region’s public 
and charter school districts.  A sizeable majority of school 
districts in the region as a whole spent less per student 
than the state average. It is important to note that these 
are aggregate expenditures, including administrative costs 
and debt service; not all funds are being spent directly on 
services for students.

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/841.xls

Figure 8.4.1 Expenditures in ($) per Enrolled Student, Public and Public Charter School Districts 
for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 2011

School District Expenditures Per Student, 2011
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Figure 8.4.1 Expenditures in ($) per Enrolled Student, Public and Public Charter School Districts 
for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 2011

School District Expenditures Per Student, 2011 continued
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8.4.2    

Th e “student-teacher ratio”, or the number of students 
per teacher in the system, can indicate the level of 
individual attention that a student is able to receive in 
class. Higher student teacher ratios can lead in some 
cases to overcrowded classrooms that produce a diffi  cult 
environment in which to learn. Th is graphic shows students 
per teacher for each public and charter school district in 
the region. While a majority of school districts in Berrien 

County have a lower ratio than the state, the majority 
of districts in Cass and Van Buren Counties have higher 
student-teacher ratios than the state average. It is important 
to note that this indicator says nothing about how teachers 
are distributed to schools within a district. Certain classes 
within a district may be particularly large or small. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/842.xls

Figure 8.4.2  Student Teacher Ratio, Public and Public Charter School Districts 
for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 2011

School District Comparison, Students Per Teacher, 2011
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Figure 8.4.2  Student Teacher Ratio, Public and Public Charter School Districts 
for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 2011

School District Comparison, Students Per Teacher, 2011 continued
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8.4.3      School District Comparison Bar Charts of Students 

Examining the percentage of students that qualify for free 
or reduced price lunches based on family income can help 
construct an economic profi le of students in a particular 
district. An understanding of the economic condition of 
students once they exit a school building can help shed 
light on whether students from all backgrounds have the 
same opportunities to succeed in the public and charter 
school system, or whether family income aff ects educational 
achievement.  In addition, school districts with lower 

incomes will often have a lower tax base from which to 
draw funds. Th is graphic shows the percentage of the total 
student body in each school district who qualify for free 
or reduced price lunch. Most school districts in the region 
have percentages of students qualifying for free or reduced 
price lunches above the percentage for the whole state. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/843.xls

Figure 8.4.3 Percentage of K-12 Students Eligible for Free or Reduced Price Lunch, 
for Public and Public Charter School Districts for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 2011

Students Eligible for Free or Reduced Price Lunches, 2011
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Figure 8.4.3 Percentage of K-12 Students Eligible for Free or Reduced Price Lunch, 
for Public and Public Charter School Districts for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 2011

Students Eligible for Free or Reduced Price Lunches, 2011 continued
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  8.4.4      School District Comparison Bar Charts of Students 

Access to computers with high speed internet access can 
provide students and teachers with interactive learning 
tools, videos and multimedia presentations. For some high 
school students, schools may be the only place where they 
can use a computer, and therefore, internet access provides 
a vital gateway to college and job resources. Where there 
is a high level of competition between students for time 
on computers, however, the learning advantages of the 
technology for each student could diminish. Th is graphic 

shows the number of enrolled students per computer 
with high speed internet access for each school district in 
the region. Districts with a lower number of students per 
computer may be better equipped to use computers as an 
individualized learning tool and promote technological 
literacy. Th e data suggest variability in availability of 
computers from one district to the next. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/844.xls

Figure 8.4.4 Number of Students per Computer with High Speed Internet Access, 
for Public and Public Charter School Districts for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 2011

Students Per Computer with High Speed Internet Access
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Figure 8.4.4 Number of Students per Computer with High Speed Internet Access, 
for Public and Public Charter School Districts for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 2011

Students Per Computer with High Speed Internet Access continued


