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Population Vitality Overview

Population Vitality Overview
Th e Population Vitality section covers information on 
total population, migration, age, household size, and race. 
In particular, the Population Vitality section examines the 
following indicators:

4.1.1  Historical County and Municipal Total 
Population, 1950-2010

4.1.2.  County Comparison Bar Charts of % Population 
Change, 2000-2010                        

4.2.1  Maps of County In-Migration and Out-Migration, 
2005-2009 

4.2.2  Detailed County Distributions of Net Migration 
by Age, Education, and Income Categories, 2006-
2010

4.2.3  County Comparison Bar Charts of Net Migration 
by Age, Education, and Income Categories, 2006-
2010

4.2.4 County Net Migration Line Charts, 2001-2009 

4.2.5  Map of Net Intercounty Domestic Migration of 
Individuals with Bachelor’s Degrees or Higher in 
Southwest Michigan, 2006-2010

4.2.6  Map of Net Total Intercounty Domestic 
Migration, in Southwest Michigan, 2006-2010. 

4.3.1  Population of the 3 Counties and US Population 
Proportions by Age and Sex, 2000 and 2010

4.3.2 County Comparisons of Age Groups, 2010.

4.3.3 Map of Median Age by Census Tract, 2010

4.4.1  County Comparisons of Average Household Size, 
2006-2010

4.4.2 Historical Average Household Size, 1970-2010

4.4.3  Map of Average Household Size, by Census 
Tract, 2010

4.5.1  County Comparisons of Racial Composition, 
2010

4.5.2  County Comparisons of Racial Residential 
Dissimilarity Indices, 2010

Total Population Overview
Between 2000 and 2010, Berrien County lost population 
at the second-highest rate of any of its twenty comparison 
counties. Van Buren County saw a small decrease in 
population, while Cass County actually gained population 
over that time. 

From 1950 to 2010, Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren 
Counties have all experienced an increase in the share of 
their population living in townships, and a decline in the 
share of their population living in cities and villages. 

Migration Overview
Between 2000 and 2010, Berrien and Cass Counties both 
experienced high net losses of their population ages 25-34, 
relative to their comparison counties. Berrien and Cass 
Counties also experienced net losses of their populations 
that had attained bachelor’s or degrees or higher and 
populations making more than $50,000 per year. In 
contrast, Van Buren County experienced net gains among 
all three of these populations. 

In an average year between 2005 and 2009, the vast 
majority of tax-fi lers who entered one of the three 
counties in the Southwest Michigan region previously 
fi led taxes in another county in Southwest Michigan, or 
in counties within the Detroit, Michiana and Chicago 
regions. Similarly, the vast majority of tax-fi lers who left 
the three-county region fi led their taxes in another county 
in Southwest Michigan, or in counties within the Detroit, 
Michiana or Chicago regions. 

Age 
Of the three counties, Van Buren County has the highest 
percentage of its population that is under the age of 18, 
and this percentage is higher than the fi gure for the entire 
United States. All three counties have lower percentages 
of their population that are between the ages of 25 and 44 
than for the United States as whole. In contrast, all three 
counties have a percentage of their population aged 65 and 
older that is higher than that of the nation, with Berrien 
County having the highest percentage of elderly residents 
in the region. 
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Berrien County has the smallest average household size 
in the three-county region. Th is average household size is 
consistent with Berrien County having a lower percentage 
of its households in families than either Cass or Van 
Buren County. Cass and Van Buren County each have 
a percentage of households in families higher than that 
of the United States. In addition, Berrien County has 
a greater percentage of single-person households than 
the United States as a whole and either of the two other 
counties. 

Each county has experienced a declining household size 
in 1970, and this trend continued for all three counties 
between 2000 and 2010. 

Race
All three counties have a higher percentage of their 
population that identifi es as White, and a lower percentage 
that identifi es as Hispanic/Latino, than the United States 
as a whole.  Berrien County has a higher percentage that 
identifi es as Black than the nation as a whole, while Cass 
and Van Buren have lower percentages. 

Th e dissimilarity index measures the level of residential 
racial segregation between groups. A higher index value 
indicates a greater degree of segregation.  For all three 
counties, the White/Hispanic dissimilarity index is lower 
than the index for the Black Population comparisons, 
indicating that Whites and Hispanics are less residentially 
segregated from each other than Blacks are from these 
groups. Berrien County has the highest Black/White and 
Black/Hispanic dissimilarity index of any county in its 
comparison group. 

Th is indicator illustrates long-term trends in the size of the population and its distribution throughout each county in 
the region. While all three counties have seen an absolute increase in population as compared with 1950, all three have 
experienced a continuous shift of that population away from the region’s cities and villages and into townships. Between 
1950 and 2010, the share of the total regional population that lived in townships increased by 18.8%. During the same 
time, the share that lives in cities decreased by 16.0%. 

During the decade between 2000 and 2010, Berrien County also experienced a decrease in township population, 
consistent with a decline in total county population over that time. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/411.xls

Total Population Detailed Indicators

Total Population Detailed Indicators
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Total Population Detailed Indicators continued

Figure 4.1.1: Berrien County Population, 1950-2010
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Total Population Detailed Indicators continued

Figure 4.1.1: Cass County Population, 1950-2010
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Total Population Detailed Indicators continued

Figure 4.1.1: Van Buren County Population, 1950-2010
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Th is indicator measures relative population growth over 
the decade 2000-2010 through percent change. Counties 
with blue bars gained population over the decade, while 
those counties with red bars lost population. Berrien 
County experienced the second highest percentage decline 
in population within its comparison group, and Van Buren 

County also experienced a slight decrease in population 
over the decade. Yet the graphic also shows that population 
decline was not uniform throughout the region. Cass 
County actually gained population during the decade. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/412.xls

 County Comparison Population Change %
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County Comparison Population Change % continued



16

4.2.1     Migration Inflow and Outflow

Th is indicator tracks population migration based on where 
individuals fi led their tax returns with the IRS from one 
year to the next.  Th e IRS reports these measures over the 
fi ve-year period from 2005-2009. Th is graphic displays 
the average number of fi lers moving into and out of 
the three counties in a given year during that time. Th e 
population entering Cass and Van Buren Counties came 
overwhelmingly from counties elsewhere in Michigan, 
northern Indiana, and the Chicago metro area. Th e 
population entering Berrien County also came largely 
from these three areas, but signifi cant concentrations did 
come from the southwestern and southeastern parts of the 
United States. 

Outfl ows follow a similar pattern, with the population 
exiting Cass and Van Buren Counties overwhelmingly 
going elsewhere within Michigan, northern Indiana, and 
Chicago. Th e population leaving Berrien County also 
predominantly moved to these three areas, but smaller 
concentrations dispersed much more widely to the 
Southwest and Southeastern portions of the United States, 
as well as toTexas. 

Migration from one county in Southwest Michigan to 
another represented a signifi cant portion of infl ows and 
outfl ows in all three counties. For all three counties, other 
counties in the Southwest Michigan region were in both 
the top fi ve sources and destinations for moving tax-fi lers. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/421.xls

Migration Inflow and Outflow

Figure 4.2.1: Migration Infl ows for Berrien County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009
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Migration Inflow and Outflow continued

Figure 4.2.1: Migration Infl ows for Berrien County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009
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Migration Inflow and Outflow continued

Figure 4.2.1: Migration Infl ows for Cass County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009



44

19

Migration Inflow and Outflow continued

Figure 4.2.1: Migration Infl ows for Cass County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009
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Figure 4.2.1: Migration Infl ows for Van Buren County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009

Migration Inflow and Outflow continued
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Figure 4.2.1: Migration Infl ows for Van Buren County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009

Migration Inflow and Outflow continued
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Migration Inflow and Outflow continued

Figure 4.2.1: Migration Outfl ows for Berrien County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009
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Migration Inflow and Outflow continued

Figure 4.2.1: Migration Outfl ows for Berrien County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009
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Figure 4.2.1: Migration Outfl ows for Cass County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009

Migration Inflow and Outflow continued
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Figure 4.2.1: Migration Outfl ows for Cass County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009

Migration Inflow and Outflow continued
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Figure 4.2.1: Migration Outfl ows for Van Buren County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009

Migration Inflow and Outflow continued
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Figure 4.2.1: Migration Outfl ows for Van Buren County, based on Tax Records, 2005-2009

Migration Inflow and Outflow continued
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Th is graphic shows migration into and out of counties in 
Southwest Michigan, based on income, education level, 
and age. Th e migration data are normalized per 1000 
residents to take into account population diff erences 
between counties. 

All three counties experienced a greater outfl ow rate of 
populations making less than $25,000 than the state of 
Michigan as a whole. 

Cass County experienced a higher outfl ow rate of high 
school graduates and individuals with some college 
education than the state of Michigan as a whole. At the 
same time, Cass County experienced a higher infl ow rate 

of individuals with some college education than the other 
two counties in Southwest Michigan.  Berrien County 
experienced a higher infl ow rate of individuals with 
bachelor’s degrees than the state of Michigan as a whole. 

Both Cass and Van Buren Counties had higher rates 
of outfl ow of individuals aged 20-24 than the state of 
Michigan as a whole. In the case of Cass County, the 
loss of population in this age group seems to match the 
outfl ow of residents with high school diplomas or some 
college education. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/422.xls

Migration Distribution by Age, Income, and Education
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Migration Distribution by Age, Income, and Education continued

Figure 4.2.2: Domestic migrants into (blue) and out of (red) counties by educational attainment,
per 1,000 residents age 25 and older, 2006-2010 Average

Figure 4.2.2: Domestic migrants into (blue) and out of (red) counties by individual income,
per 1,000 residents age 16 and older, 2006-2010 Average
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Migration Distribution by Age, Income, and Education continued

Figure 4.2.2: Domestic migrants into (blue) and out of (red) counties by age
per 1,000 residents, 2006-2010 Average



44

31

Th is graphic shows comparisons of net migration based on 
age, income, and education across counties. Specifi cally, 
this graphic measures migration in the population aged 
25-34, the population with bachelor’s degrees or higher 
educational attainment, and populations with incomes of 
$50,000 or greater. Examining these populations can hint 
at the willingness of young, college-educated populations 
to remain in or move into the region, based on the 
availability of jobs in the area that match their skill set.  

For all three populations, Berrien and Cass County 
experienced net losses of population during this period. 

On the other hand, Van Buren experienced net gains, 
although the gain in individuals with a bachelor’s degree or 
higher was small. In the case of the population aged 25-34, 
Berrien County had the highest net loss in its comparison 
group, while Cass County had the second highest in its 
group.                                   

[Age] http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/423a.xls  

[Education]  http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/423b.xls 

 [Income] http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/423c.xls

Migration Comparisons by Age, Income, and Education

Figure 4.2.3: Total domestic net migration of residents age 25 to 34
for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, along with comparison counties; 2006-2010 average



32

Figure 4.2.3: Total domestic net migration of residents age 25 to 34
for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, along with comparison counties; 2006-2010 average

Migration Comparisons by Age, Income, and Education continued
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Figure 4.2.3: Total domestic net migration of residents age 25 to 34
for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, along with comparison counties; 2006-2010 average

Migration Comparisons by Age, Income, and Education continued
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Figure 4.2.3: Total domestic net migration of residents with a personal annual income greater than $50,000 (2010 
dollars) for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, along with comparison counties; 2006-2010 average

Migration Comparisons by Age, Income, and Education continued



44

35

Figure 4.2.3: Total domestic net migration of residents with a personal annual income greater than $50,000 (2010 
dollars) for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, along with comparison counties; 2006-2010 average

Migration Comparisons by Age, Income, and Education continued
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Figure 4.2.3: Total domestic net migration of residents with a personal annual income greater than $50,000 (2010 
dollars) for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, along with comparison counties; 2006-2010 average

Migration Comparisons by Age, Income, and Education continued
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Figure 4.2.3: Total domestic net migration of residents age 25 or older with at least a bachelor’s degree
for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, along with comparison counties; 2006-2010 average

Migration Comparisons by Age, Income, and Education continued
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Figure 4.2.3: Total domestic net migration of residents age 25 or older with at least a bachelor’s degree
for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, along with comparison counties; 2006-2010 average

Migration Comparisons by Age, Income, and Education continued
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Figure 4.2.3: Total domestic net migration of residents age 25 or older with at least a bachelor’s degree
for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, along with comparison counties; 2006-2010 average

Migration Comparisons by Age, Income, and Education continued
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4.2.4    County Net Migration Line Charts

Th is graphic illustrates net domestic, international, and 
total migration per 1,000 residents for the three counties 
between 2001 and 2009. Th e net international migration 
into all three counties declined between 2001 and 2009, 
and was small to begin with in 2001. However, in all 
three counties, there was still a net infl ow of international 
migrants in 2009. 

Of the three counties, Berrien was the only one with 
higher total net migration in 2009 than in 2001, although 
Berrien still experienced a net outfl ow in total migration. 

Both Berrien and Cass Counties saw a decline in net 
total migration between 2008 and 2009, a period that 
coincided with the height of a major national economic 

County Net Migration Line Charts

Figure 4.2.4: Net Migration Per 1000 Residents, 2001-2009
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Figure 4.2.4: Net Migration Per 1000 Residents, 2001-2009

recession. In contrast, Van Buren County experienced an 
increase in net total migration during this time period, 
although Van Buren still experienced a net outfl ow in total 
migration. 

Berrien and Van Buren Counties had higher net total 
migration in 2009 than the state of Michigan as a whole. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/424.xls

County Net Migration Line Charts continued
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Figure 4.2.4: Net Migration Per 1000 Residents, 2001-2009

County Net Migration Line Charts continued
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Figure 4.2.4: Net Migration Per 1000 Residents, 2001-2009

County Net Migration Line Charts continued
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Intercounty Migration of Individuals Age 25+ with Bachelor’s Degrees or Higher, 
2006-2010 

4.2.5     Map of Intercounty Migration of Individuals Age 25+ 

Th is map shows net migration of individuals age 
25 and older from outside of the county who have 
attained bachelor’s degrees or higher, per square mile.  
Municipalities with negative numbers of net migrants are 
losing individuals with bachelor’s degrees to other counties 
in Southwest Michigan and the United States. In contrast, 
areas with a positive number of migrants are seeing new 
individuals with this level of educational attainment 
enter their communities. Th ere seems to be considerable 
variability throughout Southwest Michigan as to which 

communities are gaining and losing bachelor’s degree 
recipients.

It should be noted that this graphic of migration measures 
residency based on the address where individuals took the 
American Community Survey over the period 2006-2010. 
Th erefore, this graphic may not adequately account for the 
demographic characteristics of the seasonal population in 
the area. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/425.xls

Figure 4.2.5 Net Intercounty Migration for the Population Age 25+ with Bachelor’s Degrees or Higher, 
per Square Mile, 2006-2010



44

45

Intercounty Migration of Individuals Age 25+ with Bachelor’s Degrees or Higher, 
2006-2010 continued

Th is map shows net migration of all individuals from 
outside the county, per square mile, by municipality. 
Municipalities with negative numbers of net migrants are 
losing individuals to other counties in Southwest Michigan 
and the United States. At the same time, areas with a 
positive number of migrants are seeing new individuals 
enter their communities from outside their particular 
county.  Overall, Southwest Michigan’s townships seem to 
be gaining newcomers from outside the particular county, 
while the cities and villages appear to be losing residents to 
other counties throughout the United States. 

It should be noted that this graphic of migration 
measures residency based on the address where 
individuals took the American Community Survey over 
the period 2006-2010. Th erefore, this graphic may not 
fully account for the seasonal population that resides in 
Southwest Michigan during the summer months. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/426.xls

Figure 4.2.6 Total Net Intercounty Migration per Square Mile, by Municipality, 2006-2010
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2000 and 2010
Th is graphic illustrates the age and sex distribution of the 
population in the three counties and the United States 
for 2000 and 2010. All three counties largely follow the 
trend occurring on a national level, with an increase in the 
population aged 50 or older between 2000 and 2010. All 
three counties also saw a decline in the population aged 

30-44 that generally matches the trend nationwide. At 
the same time, all three counties in Southwest Michigan 
experienced a decline in population aged 19 and under, a 
decline that is not consistent with the national trend.    

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/431_1.xls

Figure 4.3.1: Population Age Group Comparisons, 2000 and 2010

 Population of the 3 Counties and US Population by Age and Sex, 2000 and 2010
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 Population of the 3 Counties and US Population 
by Age and Sex, 2000 and 2010 continued

Figure 4.3.1: Population Age Group Comparisons, 2000 and 2010
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Th is graphic illustrates the relative size of key age groups 
in Southwest Michigan counties and their comparison 
counties.  Th e size of the populations under age 18 and 
aged 65 and older can indicate the level of need for 
specialized services for children and seniors, respectively. 
Th e population aged 25-44 can often represents a 
signifi cant portion of the potential employment pool in a 
particular area. 

As these comparisons show, all three counties have a 
percentage of their population between the ages of 25 

and 44 that is below the percentage in the United States 
as a whole. All three counties are in the lower half of their 
comparison group in the size of this particular cohort. 

At the same time, all three counties have a percentage of 
their population aged 65 and older that is higher than the 
rate for the United States as a whole. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/432.xls

County Age Group Comparisons, 2010

Figure 4.3.2: Total Population Age Group Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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Figure 4.3.2: Total Population Age Group Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010

County Age Group Comparisons, 2010 continued
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Figure 4.3.2: Total Population Age Group Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010

County Age Group Comparisons, 2010 continued



44

51

County Age Group Comparisons, 2010 continued

Figure 4.3.2: Total Population Age Group Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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County Age Group Comparisons, 2010 continued

Figure 4.3.2: Total Population Age Group Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010



44

53

County Age Group Comparisons, 2010 continued

Figure 4.3.2: Total Population Age Group Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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County Age Group Comparisons, 2010 continued

Figure 4.3.2: Total Population Age Group Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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County Age Group Comparisons, 2010 continued

Figure 4.3.2: Total Population Age Group Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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County Age Group Comparisons, 2010 continued

Figure 4.3.2: Total Population Age Group Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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Median Age, by Census Tract, 2010

Th e graphic illustrates the median age of residents in each 
census tract of Southwest Michigan. Based on median 
age, the cities of St. Joseph, Niles, Benton Harbor, and 
Hartford, along with their surrounding areas appear 
to contain a younger population than other areas of 
Southwest Michigan. In addition, the tracts near the City 

of New Buff alo have a particularly high 
median age for the region, perhaps refl ecting the 
coastal area’s appeal to retirees from Southwest Michigan 
and neighboring regions. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/433.xls

Figure 4.3.3: Median Resident Age, By Census Tract, 2010



58

Th is graphic examines average household size as well 
as composition for Southwest Michigan counties and 
comparison groups. A large number of single person 
households can imply a need for a very diff erent set of 
services than a large number of households in families. 

Of the three counties, Berrien has the lowest average 
household size and lowest percentage of households in 
families. Berrien also has the highest percentage of single-
person households. 

Figure 4.4.1: Household Size Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010

County Comparisons of Household Size
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Figure 4.4.1: Household Size Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010

County Comparisons of Household Size continued

Of the three counties, Van Buren is the only one with a 
higher percentage of households in families with 3 or more 
members than the United States as a whole, ranking 4th 
within its comparison group. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/441.xls
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Figure 4.4.1: Household Size Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010

County Comparisons of Household Size continued
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Figure 4.4.1: Household Size Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010

County Comparisons of Household Size continued
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County Comparisons of Household Size continued

Figure 4.4.1: Household Size Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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County Comparisons of Household Size continued

Figure 4.4.1: Household Size Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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County Comparisons of Household Size continued

Figure 4.4.1: Household Size Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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County Comparisons of Household Size continued

Figure 4.4.1: Household Size Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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County Comparisons of Household Size continued

Figure 4.4.1: Household Size Comparisons for Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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Th e graphic illustrates trends in household size for the 
nation, Southwest Michigan, and comparison counties 
between 1970 and 2010. All three counties have followed 
a nationwide trend of declining household size. While Cass 
and Van Buren Counties have always had household sizes 
above the average for their comparison group, Berrien’s 
household size has always been below the comparison 
average during this 40-year period. 

In 1970, Berrien and Cass Counties each had 
average household sizes above that of the nation. 
Berrien County’s average household size fell below the 
national average between 1980 and 1990, and the gap 
in size has continued to widen. Cass County’s average 
household size fell below the national average later, 
between 1990 and 2000. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/442.xls

Historical Average Household Size 1970-2010

Figure 4.4.2: Average Household Size, Berrien and Comparison Counties, 1970-2010
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Historical Average Household Size 1970-2010 continued

Figure 4.4.2: Average Household Size, Cass and Comparison Counties, 1970-2010
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Historical Average Household Size 1970-2010 continued

Figure 4.4.2: Average Household Size, Van Buren and Comparison Counties, 1970-2010
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Average Household Size, 2010

Figure 4.4.3: Average Household Size, by Census Tract, 2010

Th e graphic illustrates trends in household size for the 
nation, Southwest Michigan, and comparison counties 
between 1970 and 2010. All three counties have followed 
a nationwide trend of declining household size. While Cass 
and Van Buren Counties have always had household sizes 
above the average for their comparison group, Berrien’s 
household size has always been below the comparison 
average during this 40-year period. 

In 1970, Berrien and Cass Counties each had average 
household sizes above that of the nation. Berrien County’s 
average household size fell below the national average 
between 1980 and 1990, and the gap in size has continued 
to widen. Cass County’s average household size fell below 
the national average later, between 1990 and 2000. 

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/443.xls
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County Comparisons of Racial Composition, 2010

Figure 4.5.1: Population Racial Composition for Berrien, Cass and Van Buren Counties 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010.

Th is graphic examines the racial composition of the 
population based on the representation of each race in the 
total population. All three Southwest Michigan counties 
have higher percentages of their population that identify 
as White than the national average. At the same time, all 
three counties have lower percentages of their population 
that identify as Hispanic/Latino of any race. 

Berrien County has a higher percentage of its 

population than the United States as a whole that 
identifi es as Black, while Cass and Van Buren Counties 
have lower percentages. 

All three counties have a lower percentage of their 
population that identifi es as “Non-Hispanic Other” than 
the national average.

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/451.xls
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Figure 4.5.1: Population Racial Composition for Berrien, Cass and Van Buren Counties
along with Comparison Counties, 2010

County Comparisons of Racial Composition, 2010 continued
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County Comparisons of Dissimilarity Indices, 2010

Th is graphic shows dissimilarity indices for the three 
counties in Southwest Michigan and their comparison 
groups. Th e dissimilarity index, denoted as a value between 
0 and 1, that measures the relative degree of residential 
segregation between two groups.  It is the percentage of 
members of one racial group in the county that 

would have to move in order to achieve even distribution 
across the county.  A higher dissimilarity index indicates 
greater residential segregation. 

Notably, Berrien County has the highest dissimilarity 
index in its comparison group for both Black/White and 

Figure 4.5.2: Black/White Dissimilarity Indices for Berrien, Cass and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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Figure 4.5.2: Black/White Dissimilarity Indices for Berrien, Cass and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010

County Comparisons of Dissimilarity Indices, 2010 continued

Black/Hispanic segregation, indicating a high level of 
residential segregation between Berrien County’s black 
population and these two groups. Th e White/Hispanic 
dissimilarity index is lower in Berrien County, indicating 
that these two groups are less segregated from each other 
than they both are from the Black population. Indeed, for 
all three counties, the Black/White and Black/Hispanic 

dissimilarity indices are higher than the White/Hispanic 
index.  Despite having the highest White/Hispanic 
dissimilarity index of the three counties, the Black 
population and the White population are still the most 
likely to be residentially segregated from one another.  

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/452.xls
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Figure 4.5.2: Black/White Dissimilarity Indices for Berrien, Cass and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010

County Comparisons of Dissimilarity Indices, 2010 continued
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Figure 4.5.2: Black/Hispanic Dissimilarity Indices for Berrien, Cass and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010

County Comparisons of Dissimilarity Indices, 2010 continued
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Figure 4.5.2: Black/Hispanic Dissimilarity Indices for Berrien, Cass and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010

County Comparisons of Dissimilarity Indices, 2010 continued
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Figure 4.5.2: Black/Hispanic Dissimilarity Indices for Berrien, Cass and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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Figure 4.5.2: White/Hispanic Dissimilarity Indices for Berrien, Cass and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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Figure 4.5.2: White/Hispanic Dissimilarity Indices for Berrien, Cass and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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Figure 4.5.2: White/Hispanic Dissimilarity Indices for Berrien, Cass and Van Buren Counties, 
along with Comparison Counties, 2010
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