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Program:    Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) 
 
Fiscal Years:  FY 2016 - 2020 
 
Key Contact:  Edward Fowler, Statewide Planning   517-241-0171 
 
Sub-Committee Members: Kami Brown  517-241-3513 
 Andrea Brush  517-335-2534 
 Paula Corlett   517-373-2324 
 Joshua DeBruyn  517-335-2918 
 Edward Fowler  517-241-0171 
 Paul Lott  517-335-4166 
 Dennis Kent    616-451-4994   
 Rob Lippert   517-373-2088 
 Gonzalo Puente   517-335-0878 
 Rachel Tupica, FHWA  517-702-1829 
 Paige Williams  248-343-0727 
 Matt Smith   517-636-5009 
 
Program Purpose 
 
The purpose of the CMAQ Program is to provide funding for transportation projects and 
programs that reduce congestion and improve air quality to make progress toward achieving 
attainment status and ensuring compliance with the transportation conformity provisions of the 
Clean Air Act.  Michigan currently has 25 counties that are nonattainment and/or maintenance 
areas for ozone and/or fine particulate matter (PM 2.5). 
 
Activities located within or in proximity to a nonattainment or maintenance area that reduce 
congestion, such as traffic flow improvements, funding of transit operations, bicycle-pedestrian 
facilities, and programs promoting carpooling and vanpooling, can have a direct effect on the 
level of ozone precursors and small particles emissions by reducing VMT.  In addition, diesel 
engine retrofits and idle reduction projects can have a direct effect on the level of particle 
emissions (or soot). 
 
Congestion mitigation activities include: 
 
• Traffic flow improvements including intelligent transportation system (ITS) projects; 
• Transit operations and enhancements; 
• Bicycle and pedestrian facilities and programs 
• Travel demand management, such as carpool lots, vanpooling 
 
These activities all reduce congestion by offering alternatives to single-occupancy vehicle travel. 
 
Reducing air pollution and other adverse environmental effects of transportation projects and 
transportation system inefficiency are major objectives of the CMAQ Program.  The CMAQ 
Program provides funding for a broad array of tools to meet these objectives.  Projects selected 
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for CMAQ funding will improve air quality and make progress towards achieving attainment 
status and ensuring compliance with the transportation conformity provisions of the Clean Air 
Act. 
 
Air quality is improved by congestion relief projects or programs that reduce idling, negative 
impacts of “stop and go” driving and the number of vehicles on the road.  Based on their 
emissions reductions, these types of projects, including investments in improved system pricing 
and operations, are eligible for CMAQ funding. 
 
Goals and Strategic Direction 
 
Improving transportation system operations and Michigan’s air quality, consistent with national 
ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for ozone, carbon monoxide (CO), and particulate matter 
(PM), by reducing air pollution and relieving congestion is the goal of MDOT’s CMAQ 
Program.  The focus will be on projects that best meet these national standards by providing 
maximum air quality benefit and cost-effective use of financial resources. 
 
New and Important 
 
All submittals for CMAQ funding must contain three elements:  a (1) transportation related project 
that (2) reduces emissions, and is (3) located in a nonattainment or maintenance area, or in 
proximity where the benefit will be realized in the nonattainment or maintenance area.  The CFP 
CMAQ Subcommittee will review each project to determine eligibility.   
 
The CFP CMAQ Subcommittee will also begin evaluating the merits of each submitted project.  
Projects will be ranked based on the cost effectiveness (amount of pollution reduced per dollar of 
project cost).  Projects that meet the minimum requirements but have a low cost-effectiveness 
and/or do not meet MDOT’s program goals may not be funded.  Regions are encouraged to select 
and submit the best candidate projects, and should also verify the calculated emissions reductions 
are accurate based on factual traffic information. 
 
Where it is not possible for a region to use the entire available template target, the region should 
consider collaborating with other regions on projects, or voluntarily give up the remainder of their 
template target to other regions who can use it.  The goal is to use all available CMAQ funds each 
year.  The CMAQ program manager will follow up with the regions on template usage.  Remaining 
CMAQ funds may be transferred, with approval of the system manager, to the local or transit 
CMAQ programs, if necessary. 
 
Under the provisions of MAP-21, Michigan received separate allocations of CMAQ funds for 
PM 2.5 reduction in 2013 and 2014.  Counties in Michigan eligible to use these funds are:  
Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, and Wayne in the Metro Region; and Livingston and 
Washtenaw in the University Region.  Those regions should submit projects that can use these 
funds.   Please work with SEMCOG. 
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Eligible CMAQ activities also now include transit operating assistance and funding for facilities 
serving electric or natural gas-fueled vehicles (except where this conflicts with prohibition on 
rest area commercialization). 
 
Eligible Areas 
 
CMAQ funds may only be used for projects in areas designated as a nonattainment for ozone, 
carbon monoxide (CO), or particulate matter (PM2.5); or in areas that were designated as 
nonattainment and are now classified as maintenance areas.  The nonattainment and maintenance 
areas are listed by county on the FHWA CMAQ Web site at: 
 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/populations/nonattainment_2010/mi.cfm 
 
Funding Targets 
 
The following table details the base CMAQ Program funding targets.  Region targets are 
determined based on the population of the counties within that region that are nonattainment and 
maintenance areas.  The base target includes only the Trunkline share of CMAQ funds.  A 
portion of each year’s target is set aside for ITS operations and maintenance, and is reflected in 
the table. 
 

CMAQ – Base Target Funding 

Region 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Bay $2,300,000 $2,300,000 $1,600,000 $1,600,000 $1,600,000 

Grand $4,400,000 $4,400,000 $3,100,000 $3,100,000 $3,100,000 

Metro $17,300,000 $17,300,000 $11,900,000 $11,900,000 $11,900,000 

North $200,000 $200,000 $100,000 $100,000 $100,000 

Southwest $3,300,000 $3,300,000 $2,300,000 $2,300,000 $2,300,000 

University $5,100,000 $5,100,000 $3,700,000 $3,700,000 $3,700,000 

*Set-Aside $8,900,000 $9,000,000 $9,200,000 $9,400,000 $9,600,000 

Grand Total $41,500,000 $41,600,000 $31,900,000 $32,100,000 $32,300,000 

 
The Statewide Set-Aside is for ITS Operations and Maintenance, Freeway Courtesy Patrol, 
and MichiVan service.  The current transportation bill does not contain any language limiting the 
use of CMAQ for ITS Operations.  If a reauthorized transportation bill changes this, an 
appropriate funding source for future ITS operations will need to be identified.   
 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/populations/nonattainment_2010/mi.cfm
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MDOT has determined to keep the CMAQ Program level through FY 2017.  The region targets 
are reduced in 2018, 2019, and 2020 to reflect adjustments for the I-94 and I-75 trunkline 
modernization projects.   
 
Regions are encouraged to submit projects from each eligible county within the region in the 
Highway CFP to ensure equity in distribution of CMAQ funds 
 
Federal Share 
 
Standard federal share, under 23 U.S.C. 120, applies to the CMAQ Program.  The federal share 
in Michigan is 81.85 percent.  The following projects are eligible for 100 percent federal 
funding: 
 
1. Rideshare programs; 
2. Construction of roundabouts (all phases); 
3. Traffic Signal coordination/Timing projects (all phases); and  
4. Traffic signal upgrades when interconnect, actuation or optimization activity is involved. 
 
CMAQ Program Fiscal Constraint and Template Transfers 
 
Constraint will be maintained on an annual basis. Regions must maintain constraint to the 
available CMAQ template target.    
 
All Projects using CMAQ funding must be submitted for eligibility determination.  Once 
eligibility is confirmed, the project should be programmed to the MAP Database, in the 
appropriate template, and a template transfer from the CMAQ template to the corresponding 
template will be processed in MAP Management System (MMS).   
 
Program Submittal Requirements 
 
Previously approved projects and/or project phases for FY 2015-2019 do not need to be 
resubmitted if there were no changes; however, they should be included on the project list in the 
submittal with the year of approval noted in the comments.  Prior-approved projects with any 
major changes in scope will require all new documents. 
 
Each region’s CFP Preliminary submittal should include the following documentation and 
information: 
 
1. A Prioritized Project Spreadsheet for FYs 2016-2020.  A template of the project list is 

located at www.michigan.gov/cmaq.   
2. Completed Adobe fillable emission forms for each proposed project.  The forms are located 

at www.michigan.gov/cmaq.  Each form should be saved with the project title in the name. 
3. Project specific required documentation. 
4. Scoping Documents.  The Call for Projects Approval Committee initiated the requirement 

that all projects submitted as part of the Call include scoping documents.  The documents 
should be available in the appropriate region/TSC folder in the job number folder.  Regions 

http://www.michigan.gov/cmaq
http://www.michigan.gov/cmaq
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that submitted projects from the FY 2015-2019 CFP without the related scoping 
documents are required to submit those scoping documents with this CFP. 

 
All description information in the spreadsheet for each project must match the description on the 
worksheet(s).  The emission worksheets are required and must be submitted with the spreadsheet 
of projects for eligibility determination. Regions must include all applicant contact information 
for follow-up/feedback.  The regions are responsible for submitting complete and accurate 
project spreadsheets. 
 
Per federal planning guidelines, the regions are to coordinate their project selection with the 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) and Rural Task Forces (RTFs).  The project list 
and worksheets will be reviewed by the CMAQ Sub-committee for eligibility determination. 
 
Specific Items Needed for Eligibility Determinations 
 
The following project types require additional information to be submitted in order to determine 
eligibility.  This information can be included in the applicable scoping documents:   
 
1. Non-motorized (Bicycle and Pedestrian) facility: 

a. Length and width of proposed path; 
b. Aerial maps detailing the location of the proposed path; 
c. Connections to existing pathways, if applicable; and  
d. Land uses that surround the path.  Designs of the facility must conform to the 2012 

AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities. 
2. Intersection improvement:   

a. Drawings showing lane configuration of existing and proposed improvements.  
3. Carpool lot expansion:  

a. Number of additional spaces. 
4. Dedicated turn lanes: 

a. Lane diagram 
b. Length of lanes to be added. 

5. Traffic Signal Improvements: 
a. Locations and number of signals to be considered. 
b. Please indicate if the improvement is signal timing, actuation, and/or interconnect. 

 
Key Dates: 
 
September 2014 Call for Projects letter distributed. 
 
December 2014 Regions select candidate projects and coordinate with the respective MPO.  

Emission worksheets must be used when submitting candidate projects. 
 
February 13, 2015 Preliminary project submittal.  Project List, emissions forms, and required 

additional documentation are saved to ProjectWise.  Scoping Documents 
are saved in region/TSC folders in ProjectWise. 
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Feb – March 2015 CMAQ Subcommittee will review of projects for CMAQ eligibility 
and recommendation for the CFP Approval Committee.  Regions will 
be advised of project eligibility, project recommendation and, if necessary, 
requested to provide additional information. 

 
April 17, 2015 All projects recommended for approval must be programmed to MAP 

Database.  Change requests to previously programmed projects should 
also be processed by this date. 

 
April 24, 2015 Final Submittal.  An ACRS report (Strategic Analysis & Monitoring / 

Program by Obligation / Detail – Region – FYs 2016 – FY 2020 – Finance 
Code, select “CM” and “CMG”) which includes all programmed CMAQ 
projects, should be included as part of the submittal.  Do not select any 
templates when running this report. 

 
 
 
    


