
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 



Working with others to 

conserve, protect and 

enhance fish, wildlife and 

plants, and their habitats, 

for the continuing benefit 

of the American people 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

• Voluntary  

• On private property 

• Stewardship driven 

• Technical & financial assistance 

• Habitat-focused, on-the-ground changes  

• 10-year agreement with landowner/partner 

• Wildlife first – federal trust resources 

 

 

PFW Program Basics 



Why Private Lands? 

51%

74%

96%

~79% private 

ownership 

statewide 



Moving beyond public lands. . . 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program 

Working with others to provide technical &  

financial assistance to landowners to improve 

fish & wildlife habitat on private lands 



Why the PFW Program… 

• 13 % of land in US protected 

by state or federal gov’t. 

• 75% of Michigan under private 

ownership 

• If were going to conserve and 

protect habitat for fish and 

wildlife we must provide 

assistance to landowners 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program 



Trust  

Resources 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 



Trust Resource Habitat 

wetlands 

coldwater streams 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

grasslands 



Southern MI :Wetlands, Grasslands 

Northern MI: Streams, Forest, Transition 

 

 

 

PFW Program Focus Areas 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

**COASTAL HABITAT 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Wetland Projects 

• Restore hydrology 

• Control invasive  

 species 



Typical Wetland Projects 
 Ditch plug 

 Tile break 

 Low-level berm 

 Invasive species removal 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 



Ditch plug 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 



DITCH PLUG LOW LEVEL BERM 

PUSHOUT/SHALLOW EXCAVATION TILE BREAK/REMOVAL 



Tile break 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 



STRUCTURE INSTALLATION 



Invasive Species Treatments 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 



Invasive Species 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 



Forested Wetlands 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 



Wetland Projects 
 Restore hydrology 

 Reestablish shallow 

wetlands 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 



• Do not dig ponds 

• Do not alter  

   undisturbed wetlands 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 

Wetland Projects 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Stream Projects 

• Stream Restoration  

• Road-stream crossings 

• Bank stabilization  

• Fish passage  

before 

after 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

T&E Projects 

•Wet Prairie restoration/fen 

restoration, invasive species 

treatment MSB, EMR 

•Wetland restoration CWS 

• Tree planting CWS & KW  



   Establish a diverse mix 

of native grasses and 

wildflowers 

Grassland Projects    

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 



Typical Grassland Projects 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program 

• Site preparation 

• Seeding 

• Follow up practices 

• Long-term management 

• Invasive Species 



Benefits from Restoration 

• Improved wildlife habitat 

• Improved water quality 

• Recreational opportunities 

• Aesthetic value  

• Increased awareness 

• Educational value 

• Partnership building 

 

 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife - Michigan 



1. Alpena FRO  

2. Shiawassee NWR  

3. East Lansing Field Office  

4. MI Private Lands Office 

1

2
4

3/4

Local  

Coordinators 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Local Coordinator’s role 
• Site evaluation 

• Project design 

• Compliance 

• Construction oversight 

• Post-project evaluation 

• Control their budget 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

• Sign 10-yr agreement 

• Cost share 

• In-kind services 

• Permit fees 

• Maintenance 

Landowner’s role 



 > 4000 projects  

 > 35,000 acres  

 > $5.3 million FWS  

 > $11.9 million total 

  

PFW accomplishments (1988-present) 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Berrien County Projects 

Let’s do 

more!! 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Past & Current 

Projects 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

• Did we create quality projects?  

• Did wildlife respond? 

• Are landowners satisfied? 

YES, YES, and YES! 

Project Success? 



We’re from the government. . .  

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

. . . and we 

are here to 

help! 



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Thank You! 



For More Information 

www.fws.gov/midwest/partners 

or 

Google: USFWS Partners for Fish 
and Wildlife Michigan 

 

• Meri Bryant, USFWS 

517-351-6238 

meredith_bryant@fws.gov 

 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/partners

