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Dear Extract User:

We at the Southwestern Michigan Commission thank you for placing the 2003 Extract on your
bookshelf. The 2003 Extract is the result of the painstaking work of the entire Commission staff.
If the information contained in the extract leaves you wanting more, visit our website at swmi-
comm@swmicomm.org. The website contains links to the source data from which our publica-
tion was extracted.

The 2003 Extract is just one example of the work that Southwestern Michigan Commission does
for the tri-county region of southwest Michigan that includes Berrien, Van Buren, and Cass
counties. The Commission is an organization dedicated to the promotion of a

sustainable, high quality of life through the facilitation of sound planning and decision-making.
We are planners who work closely with all branches of government (federal, state, county, town-
ship, city, and village) as well as business and industry to help chart a course for future
improvements. Daily we engage in work that brings a variety of organizations together to work
toward common goals. We network organizations together with grant funding and facilitate pro-
jects on a range of scales from small to large. The Commission works in the fields of
multi-modal transportation (motorized and non-motorized) planning, hazard mitigation
(identifying and reducing the risk of a range of both environmental and man-made hazards), en-
vironmental planning, economic development, grant writing and management, and land use
planning (park and recreation, community master planning). We have been a fixture in the
southwest Michigan region since 1974. Our funding is derived through annual contributions
from the three counties, charitable donations from business and industry, and through an array
of grants from the State of Michigan and the Federal government.

If you, another individual, or organization, would like an additional copy of The 2003 Extract,
click here for the Extract Order Form and instructions.
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