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Corridor Planning

Lesson 6
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¤ Identify land use strategies and solutions
that can be incorporated into multimodal 
transportation corridor plans

¤ Identify land use stakeholders and describe 
methods for involving these stakeholders in 
transportation corridor planning efforts

¤ Describe the tools available for 
implementing land use strategies at a 
corridor level

¤ Describe the benefits of specific corridor 
strategies

Learning Outcomes
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¤ 6.1  Corridor Planning Overview

¤ 6.2  Strategies 

¤ 6.3  Planning Process and Methods

¤ 6.4  Implementation

¤ 6.5  Case Studies

Lesson 6:

Corridor Planning
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How it All Fits Together
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What is a Corridor?

ñA broad geographic band é

connecting population and 

employment centersé 

served by various 

transportation modesé

within which person and 

freight, travel, land use, 

topography, environment   

and other characteristics    

are evaluated.ò

- Vermont Agency of Transportation
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¤ A corridor that ómulti-tasksô

¤ A corridor that balances demands for 
mobility, economic viability, environmental 
quality and livability

¤ A corridor that integrates land use and 
transportation dynamics

¤ A corridor that provides transportation 
choices, that recognize the range of social 
and economic groups and their needs

¤ A place that is attractive, inviting and 
environmentally friendly

What makes a Corridor ôSmartõ ?
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Range of Scales
Regional

DRCOG

Local
City and County of Denver

Statewide/interregional
Colorado DOT
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Range of Contexts

Rural/Small Town

Urban Mature Suburban

Emerging Suburban
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Range of Functions

Main Streets Passing Through the Countryside

Linking Communities Together
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Range of Purposes

Redevelopment Preservation

New Corridor
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Purpose of a Corridor Plan?

¤ Establish a vision for transportation and 
land use

VLong-term:  Anticipate and address 
problems before they occur

VShort-term:  React to and manage 
problems

¤ Evaluate full range of strategies

¤ Identify specific projects, strategies and 
actions for more detailed analysis and 
implementation
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¤ Examines transportation systems within 

corridor and identifies improvements to 

meet long-term needs

¤ Conducted between the long-range 

transportation plan and project 

development

¤ Heavily influenced by safety and mobility 

needs

¤ Led by engineers

Traditional Corridor Planning
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¤ Multi-discipline; incorporates transportation 

planning, land use planning, landscape and 

urban design

¤ Fully integrates land use and transportation 

planning activities and stakeholders

¤ Is sustainable over the long term by creating 

streetscapes and transportation mode 

options

¤ Recognizes that corridors create 

communities and places for social interaction

Smart Corridor Planning
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Why Plan at the Corridor Level?
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Key Players 

¤ State DOTs and Transit Agencies

¤ MPOs

¤ County & Municipal Staff

¤ Elected Officials

¤ Redevelopment Authorities

¤ Civic Associations

¤ Special Improvement Districts

¤ Developers
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Revitalization & Economic Development

¤ Traditionally, commerce was conducted 

on Main Streets

¤ Today, corridors 

must transform 

to remain 

competitive

¤ Mixed-use corridors have built-in 

advantages to ensure economic success
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Getting the Right Mix

¤ A mix of residential and offices uses 

creates a captive market for retail

Source:  www.pedbikeimages.org/ Dan Burden
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Multi-Modal Settings

¤ Provide stronger market support for 

office and mixed-use development than 

auto access alone

Source:  www.pedbikeimages.org/ Dan Burden
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Infill Opportunities

¤ Infilling vacant and underused properties 

with new uses can stimulate revitalization
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Regaining Economic Competitiveness

¤ Improve the 

appearance of the 

streetscape

¤ Strengthen safety 

and maintenance

¤ Attract new 

businesses

¤ Promote area to 

potential customers
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Economic Success

¤ Recognize and build upon a corridorôs 

distinct assets
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Return on Investment

¤ More 

community 

assets

¤ More tax 

revenue

¤ Improved real 

estate 

performance
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Case Study
Baltimore Avenue Corridor

Revitalization Plan
Philadelphia and Delaware County, 

Pennsylvania
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Project Location
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A Once Thriving Corridor

¤ Baltimore Pike is now struggling to 

define its identity and restore its 

economic viability

¤ Corridor varies from highly urban 

setting to Main 

Street inner-ring 

suburb to post-

war shopping 

center
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