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Who Cares About Clean Water? 







 





What is a “watershed”? 
 All of the land that drains to a body of water 





 





Legal Definition… 



Why are we excited about wetlands? 



We know they’re important for wildlife, but… 





We’ve Lost A LOT! 



We’ve Lost A lot in MI! 

Upper Peninsula  

17% loss (638,000 acres) 
 

Northern Lower   

20% loss (387,000 acres) 
 

Southern Lower 

66% loss (3,320,000 acres) 

 
 

Great Lakes Coastal  

71% loss 



How Much Lost?  Existing Wetlands 

Lost Wetlands Lost – 2,064 acres (46%) 
 

Remaining – 2,412 acres 
(54%) 





Wetland Functions Evaluated 
 Flood water storage – Reduce Flooding 

 Streamflow maintenance – Stable Flows 

 Nutrient transformation – Less Aquatic Vegetation 

 Sediment retention – Cleaner Water 

 Shoreline stabilization – Less Erosion 

 Groundwater recharge – Drinking Water 

 Ecoli reduction – Cleaner Water 

 Fish and Wildlife Habitat – Fishing, Hunting 



Understand Acreage vs. Function Loss 

Area Acres 

Lost 

Floodwater 

Storage 

Loss 

Sediment 

Retention 

Loss 

Fish 

Habitat 

Loss 

Overall 

Water 

Quality 

Loss 

Overall 

Habitat 

Loss 

Deer Creek 80% 84% 85% 90% 84% 86% 

Berrien 

County 
53% 58% 52% 64% 50% 54% 

Weko Beach 80% 92% 11% 89% 77% 85% 

•Water Quality- Floodwater Storage, Sediment Retention, Nutrient Transformation, Shoreline 

Stabilization, Streamflow Maintenance, Carbon Sequestration, and E coli Retention 
Wildlife Habitat- Fish, Waterfowl, Interior Forest Bird, Shorebird, and Amphibian Habitat. 



Sediment Retention 
& Nutrient 
Transformation 



Flood Water 
Retention 



We NEED wetlands 

We have more information  

 What to do? 



Municipalities – Planning 

Planning for Wetlands  

Keeping Opportunities for 

Protection and Restoration 



Private Landowners 

• To determine if your property could qualify for 

various cost-share programs 

• Direct your specific management needs 

• Understand conservation value/estate planning 

 



Landowners - Wetland Protection/Restoration 

Assistance & Incentives 

• USDA Farm Bill Programs 

-Wetland Reserve Program 

 

• USFWS - Partners for  

Fish and Wildlife  

Program 

 

• Conservation Easements 



Landowner Reports 
 

Want to know how good 

YOUR wetlands are for a 

particular function??? 



Swimming 

Canoeing 

Drinking water 

Playing in 

the water 

www.swmpc.org/water.asp 

www.fotsjr.org/wetlandpartnership  

Wetlands & Water Quality 

Decide, Act, Invest! 

http://www.swmpc.org/water.asp
http://www.fotsjr.org/wetlandpartnership
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