
Partnership 
• Farmers 
• Industry 

Groups 
• Conservation 
• Agency 
• University 

• Implemented by MDARD 
with consultation from 
the MAEAP Advisory 
Council  

• All farm types – all sizes 



Over 50 Partners… 



And Growing… 



How does MAEAP Work? 

 

 



What does MAEAP do? 





Time For A Quiz 



What Does MAEAP Stand For? 

This is a soft serve 



Michigan Agriculture 
Environmental Assurance 

Program 



Participation in MAEAP is 
Mandatory 

True or False? 



False 
Participation in MAEAP is Voluntary 



“If the Technician comes to my 
farm, I will get reported to other 

agencies.” 

True or False 



False 

MAEAP is a Confidential 
program. 



Good Idea or 
Bad Idea? 



Good Idea or 
Bad Idea? 



Good Idea or 
Bad Idea? 



Good Idea or 
Bad Idea? 



Good Idea or 
Bad Idea? 



How Many tons of sediment are 
reduced annually by MAEAP 

Verified Farms? 

a. About 10,000 tons 

b. About 100,000 tons 

c. About 500,000 tons 

d. About 1,000,000 tons 



Answer: D. About 1,000,000 Tons 

Sediment reduced on MAEAP 
farms could have filled 91,296 
10 yard dump trucks. Put in a 
line they would stretch 346 
miles 



How many pounds of phosphorus 
are reduced annually by MAEAP-

verified farms? 

A. About 10,000 pounds 

B. About 100,000 pounds 

C. About 1,700,000 pounds 

D. About 2,000,000 pounds 



Answer C: About 1,700,000 
pounds 

Phosphorus reduced on 
MAEAP farms could have 
grown 429,140 tons of 
algae in surface waters 
enough to cover 83% of 
Houghton Lake. 



Why do farmers participate? 
• Environmental concern 

• Marketing opportunities 

• Good neighbor 

• Legislated incentives  

• Peace of mind/right thing to do 

• Access to cost-share and incentive 

    payments 

• RUP credits 

 

• Liability/Ins $ Reduction 
• RTF protection 
• GAP audit assistance 
• Follow State and Federal 

laws 
• Improved Management 

• Plan for long term 
• Ahead of curve 
• Learn & improve 
• Recognition 

 



PA 1 & 2, 2011 
MAEAP codified in law 

• Standards, Advisory Council, Ag Commission 
Role, Regional Assurance Teams, MOU with 
MDEQ & more. 

Incentives in law 

• Accidental discharge – No fines & penalties. 
(responsibility for notification/resource 
damage). 

• TMDL- Farms verified in all applicable 
systems considered as meeting all required 
practices. 

• Verified farms following standards & receiving 
defined rainfall with discharge considered 
nonpoint source discharge. Corrective action 
to avoid future discharge. 

 



What’s New With MAEAP? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Forest Wetland And Habitat System 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Databas 

Database 



Tiering 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Report Cards You Can 
Use 

  



Local      
Involvement  



Community Awareness 



MAEAP Verified 
Farms in Farm 
Market 
Promotions 



Michigan Farmers 
Are Proud to Be 
MAEAP Verified! 



Questions? 

www.maeap.org 
www.michigan.gov/maeap 

 
 

 


