Bicycle Safety

Bicycles must obey all traffic laws!
Your bicycle is a vehicle. Bicyclists on public roadways have the same rights and responsibilities as automobile drivers, and are subject
to the same state laws and local ordinances. For everyone’s safety, observe these bicycling rules and safety tips.

Always wear a helmet
Always have your helmet fitted properly! Helmets should be worn level on the head, above the eyebrows, and should fit snugly so that
it does not move around while riding. Most bicycle shops will help you fit your helmet correctly.

Roadway Safety

Ride with traffic
State law requires that bicyclists ride with the
flow of traffic.

Make left turns safely

There are two ways: (1) Like a car: Signal,
move into the left turn lane, and turn. (2) Like a
pedestrian: Ride in a straight line to the far side
crosswalk, and walk your bike across the road.

Watch for cars pulling out

Cyclists should keep a sharp eye out for cars
pulling into traffic from a parking space, enter-
ing the street from driveways, and from doors
opening on parked cars. Always assume that
motorists do not see you. Make eye contact
with the driver to assess your safety before
proceeding in front of a vehicle.

Go slow on sidewalks

Pedestrians have the right-of-way on
walkways. Give them an audible warning when
you are going to pass.

Watch for hazards

Watch out for sewer grates, slippery manhole
covers, oily pavement, snow and ice. Cross
railroad tracks at right angles. For better
control, stand up on your bike pedals when
crossing bumpy areas.
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View From Behind

Use lights at night
Afront light visible for 500 feet and a red reflec-
tor visible for 600 feet are required by state law.

Do not pass on the right

Keep right except to pass. When passing, look
to be sure no one is coming, give an audible
signal to the person you are passing, and pass
on the left.

Ride in a straight line

Do not weave across the road. Ride at least a
car door’s width away from parked cars. You
will be more visible to cars turning right and out
of the way of car doors opening suddenly.

Be seen

Wear light, bright and/or reflective clothing at
all times because they aid in visibility. Dress in
layers and bring gear for unforeseen bad
weather. In many situations, a flag is also
useful to increase visibility.

Use hand signals
Hand signals tell pedestrians and motorists
what you intend to do. State law requires this.



