
Marcy Hamilton

Southwest Michigan Planning Commission

Berrien  County
Connecting Communities  



Why Invest in Non-Motorized?
 Retains and Attracts Businesses, Young Adults 

and Families

 Increases Real Estate Values

 Promotes Tourism

 Increases Tax Revenue

 Encourages Physical Activity (health)

 Improves Safety National Association of Homebuilders
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In most metro areas studied, 

every one-point increase in 

the 100-point Walk Score 

scale is associated with an 

increase in home value of 

$500 - $3,000.





Crash Facts (5-yr average, 2012-16)

Berrien County
1.3% Ped/Bike crashes percent of total crashes
15.0% Ped/Bike fatalities percent of total fatalities
10.3% Ped/Bike serious injuries percent of total serious injuries

Cass County

0.8% Ped/Bike crashes percent of total crashes
14.9% Ped/Bike fatalities percent of total fatalities
5.3% Ped/Bike serious injuries percent of total serious injuries

Van Buren County

0.8% Ped/Bike crashes percent of total crashes
12.8% Ped/Bike fatalities percent of total fatalities
4.9% Ped/Bike serious injuries percent of total serious injuries



Define Non-Motorized

 Non-Motorized Travel

Biking, Walking

 Users

Families

 School Children

Commuters

Carless

 elderly, disabled, low income, by choice

Long Distance Riders







http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwighNPNzKfKAhVC1CYKHX1pAJMQjRwIBw&url=http://bicycletouringroutes.com/section.php?sectionid=5&psig=AFQjCNEdAwjghEFxG8BfVsNJirxtkMUmYw&ust=1452802341076656




34 mile trail 

Niles to Mishawaka
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58 mile shared use path/trail 

Chicago to New Buffalo

Marquette Greenway
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